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WINTER EVENT REPORTS: 

THE SWATCHWAYS EVENING
"Local adventures"
Saturday 30th January - 8.00pm
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The evening was hosted by the Chair Anthony Vickers and presentations were made by Peter Cobbold, Anthony Vickers, Ralph Merry, John Wilson, Mike Shepherd, and Ray Hall.
Peter kicked off with a trip down memory lane for him by telling us all about his evacuation days in Yorkshire – far from any boats.
Anthony Showed a series of photographs from recent years sailing on his boat Tabasco and with Liz and Mike on Rampage.
Ralph Merry followed with a fascinating series of photographs taken on a trip he took with Alan Bird on Alan's Snapdragon 29, “Rosie Bee” to the Medway to survey for oysters. This involved a few days sailing, anchoring, and rowing around in a winkle brig, looking for oysters and photographing various boats, wrecks, and industrial sights.
Ralph’s presentation was followed by a wine and nibbles break after which the second half was started by John Wilson with a series of sketches showing the sequence of events Alison and he witnessed one evening as the sun went down in Hamford Water. An extraordinary sight of cooperative fishing by a number of seals who formed an ever decreasing semi circle on the edge of a channel to presumably enclose a shoal of fish.
Mike Shepherd followed John with a talk retelling exploits of Alan Bird on the Ray Sands where he walked amongst wrecks and bombs, reportedly dummies. Alan, always on the lookout for oysters, had told Mike about the giant Gigas that could be found between Osea and the Thirslet Spit.  Mike produced, from a shoe box, an oyster that Alan had left on his doorstep as an example.[image: image2.jpg]



Mike also informed us that Alan had seen a boat take a route across the Ray Sand, east of the current channel and that he had learnt later from the skipper that the assumption was that the cockle dredgers had scoured the sea bed, which had subsequently been deepened by tidal flow. Alan, Ralph and Mike intend to survey the new channel this Summer.
Mike ended his talk with a description of curious sea life he had seen at low tide on the mussel spit between Lawling Creek and Mayland Creek. He had seen what he could only describe as satsumas in the mud. On undertaking research he discovered that they are a sea sponge known as sea oranges (Tethya aurantium).
Ray Hall completed the evening with a talk on getting familiar with ships in fog. Mike Taylor-Jones and Chris Guy added small pieces on fog experiences. Mike relating the value of AIS in his recent adventure in Norway and Chris relating tales of his mariner son on the reasons why big ships have stopped sounding in fog and the advice to have a radar reflector.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (Nottage Maritime Institute)

AGM with Fitting Out Lunch

Sunday 7th March - 11.45am
The Annual General Meeting was attended by around 45 people. The usually brief formal meeting took around 20 minutes. Thanks were given to Mike Baker for his service to the Committee both as a member and as its Chair and the new Committee was voted in. The Committee is now;
Anthony Vickers – Chair, Phil Thompson – Vice Chair, Jonny Joel – Treasurer, Liz Taylor-Jones – Membership Secretary, John Wilson – Minutes Secretary and Wine Cellar Keeper, Jackie Worsp, John Worsp, Geoff Nelson, Jayson Fletcher, Bernie Hetherington, Sue Gillibrand

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING

"Competent Crew"
Saturday 27th March - 8pm
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Around 35 people gathered at WSC for an evening of electronic slides, slides, and a range of printed photographs.
The WRYOA album was also on show. The album is in need of updating so anyone with printed photographs of WRYOA events is encouraged to post them to me.  The photographic evening competition was won by Mike Mitchell for his photograph, “Aloft in Endeavour”. The photograph will be placed on the web site in due course.
SUMMER EVENTS: 

SPRING RALLY, 29th – 31st May (Suffolk Yacht Harbour) – details attached
THE GOOSEBERRY PIE RALLY, 19th – 20th June (North Fambridge) – note date change
THE AUTUMN RALLY, 11th – 12th September (Tollesbury Marina)
RIVER NEWS: Brightlingsea Harbour Master has requested that members photograph any incidents they see involving abuse of speed limits on the river and send the photograph with the date and time of the incident to the Harbour Office (mail@brightlingseaharbour.org)
LOG YOUR ACTIVITIES: Can I ask everyone to think about logging their sailing experiences both local and afar this year with the Newsletter, the Maritime Talks, the Swatchways and the Photographic Evening in mind. I would love to see more contributions from members. The theme for the Photographic competition this year is “Strange things happen at Sea”.

Anthony

chair@wryoa.org.uk

www.wryoa.org.uk
Summer Programme Quick Guide

	Saturday 29th – Monday 31st May
	The Spring Rally

Suffolk Yacht Harbour
	Details and booking form for the Spring Rally are attached. The other booking forms will follow prior to each event.

	Saturday 19th – Sunday 20th June
	The Gooseberry Pie Rally

North Fambridge
	

	Saturday 11th – Sunday 12th September
	The Autumn Rally

Tollesbury Marina
	


