Wivenhoe and Rowhedge Yacht Owners’ Association

NEWSLETTER September 2009

[image: image3.jpg]



RALLY LOGS:

Spring

Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th May

Titchmarsh marina and Harbour lights restaurant

The Spring rally 2009 took us in to Walton backwaters, most boats were based on the river Colne and enjoyed a fair wind for the journey across the Wallet and around the Naze towards Felixstowe, before navigating the narrow entrance to the backwaters. Nine boats attended the rally, they were: Capricio, Saga, Highspirits II, French Herring, Kes, Strider, Pirouette, Tabasco and Aquilegia. French Herring could not get into Titchmarsh marina at low water due to having such a deep keel, Saga had engine problems and had to be towed into the marina, Kes also had engine problems and had to be towed in. Kes has an inboard engine, an outboard engine and a spare outboard engine none of which seemed to work – this raised a few smiles around the dinner table at the Harbour Lights restaurant. There were 28 people seated for dinner and the evening went well with everyone enjoying themselves. Most people based on the Colne decided to sail back the next day as the weather for the Monday did not look too promising; there was a light north easterly wind for the sail back which meant not having to tack across the wallet. Tabasco chose engine on and steam for home from Walton Pier.

The Gooseberry Pie

Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th July

Packing Shed Island
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The Gooseberry Pie race started at 1pm off Batemans Tower, with Peter Cobbold in Mysty Lady acting as Committee boat. Eighteen yachts assembled and started the race with a further four yachts cruising their way to West Mersea. The weather was fine and the wind pleasant. Tabasco, towing a support dinghy maintained position at the rear of the fleet whilst Jedi Knight and Mersea Memsahib raced ahead. The course lay out to Inner Bench Head, out to Thirslet via West Mersea mark MG, returning to MG to finish the race. Jedi Knight crossed the line first, followed by Mersea Memsahib, and French Herring. Allowing for handicaps the race order was Mersea Memsahib (1st), Jedi Knight (2nd), and French Herring (3rd). Yachts wither took up buoys or anchored in the vicinity of the Packing Shed Island and made their way ashore in various tenders. Some additional friends and family were picked up from the West Mersea Hammerhead. All in all around 65 people gathered on the Island and BBQed the night away until around midnight. Gooseberry pies were munched along with custard or cream. Many thanks to Faith and David Tippett for the gooseberries and to Carole Newman for baking the pies. The Admirals Cup was presented to Faith Tippett from Mersea Memsahib, and Andrew Pilkington collected the Noctiluca trophy for Rose of Arden, the first wooden boat home on handicap. 

	Boat Name
	Start time
	End time
	Elapsed time (hrs/mins/secs)
	Elapsed time (seconds)
	PN
	Corrected Time C=(E / PN) x 1000
	Place

	Arabella
	13:00:00
	16:23:30
	03:23:30
	12210
	1015
	12030
	11

	Chitabob (WSC)
	13:00:00
	15:40:38
	02:40:38
	9638
	1030
	9357
	not placed

	French Herring
	13:00:00
	15:40:01
	02:40:01
	9601
	994
	9659
	3

	Girl Janet
	13:00:00
	17:40:00
	04:40:00
	16800
	1152
	14583
	13

	Hazabra too
	13:00:00
	16:46:24
	03:46:24
	13584
	1225
	11089
	6

	Jedi Knight
	13:00:00
	14:55:10
	01:55:10
	6910
	767
	9009
	2

	Kentish Plover
	13:00:00
	16:29:40
	03:29:40
	12580
	1060
	11868
	10

	Kes
	13:00:00
	DNF
	 
	 
	1130
	 
	DNF

	Mersea Memsahib
	13:00:00
	15:37:33
	02:37:33
	9453
	1062
	8901
	1

	Milly
	13:00:00
	DNS
	 
	 
	1214
	0
	DNS

	Dea Gnota
	13:00:00
	17:31:54
	04:31:54
	16314
	1223
	13339
	12

	Rose of Arden
	13:00:00
	16:16:24
	03:16:24
	11784
	1181
	9978
	4

	Saga
	13:00:00
	DNF
	 
	 
	1068
	 
	DNF

	Samphire
	13:00:00
	16:20:58
	03:20:58
	12058
	1085
	11113
	7

	Sancler
	13:00:00
	16:24:44
	03:24:44
	12284
	1096
	11208
	9

	Strider
	13:00:00
	16:36:45
	03:36:45
	13005
	1198
	10856
	5

	Tabasco
	13:00:00
	16:32:40
	03:32:40
	12760
	1070
	11925
	11

	Torgunn
	13:00:00
	16:18:34
	03:18:34
	11914
	1068
	11155
	8


Autumn

Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th July

Heybridge Basin

[image: image2.jpg]


On the day before the Rally 20 yachts had registered for the event. The Rally morning's forecast predicted possible 7's from the North-North East on Sunday which led to the withdrawal of some yachts due to sail down from the Walton area and the flight of the Committee yacht (Malone Two) back in the direction of Walton. Bernie Hetherington, on Desire, took over as Committee boat. The planned start time of 13.00 was delayed by 10 minutes to allow Tabasco to limp out of Brightlingsea with a dysfunctional auxiliary engine and a very "mucky bottom". In the end 13 yachts made the start and with the exception of Tambaroo, made it to the finish line at Thirslet, with the last (Tabasco) crossing the line at 15:47:05. After a breezy trip out to Bench Head the run to Thirslet was in beautiful conditions. All the yachts bar Capriccio sailed on to Heybridge Basin being met there by Macturtle who had sailed down from the Deben and not raced. Dipper, who was already in the area decided to spend the night in Salcott Creek. Within two locks all 12 yachts were inside the Basin or laid in the lock for the night. Menus for the Old Ship Inn were distributed to all yachts and around 36 people sat down to dinner in the Old Ship Inn upper deck at 8pm. Afterwards people retired to a variety of yachts for nightcaps. The morning started at 5.45am and again two locks found all yachts heading on the ebb tide back towards the Colne or beyond to the Walton area. With one exception (see photo alongside taken in the vicinity of Thirslet) all made it back within a reasonable time.

	Boat Name
	Start time
	End time
	Elapsed time (hrs/mins/secs)
	Elapsed time (seconds)
	PN
	Corrected Time C=(E / PN) x 1000
	Place

	Aquilegia
	13:10:00
	14:58:00
	01:48:00
	6480
	950
	6821
	7

	Capriccio
	13:10:00
	15:05:10
	01:55:10
	6910
	1050
	6581
	4

	Desire
	13:10:00
	15:09:05
	01:59:05
	7145
	1050
	6805
	6

	French Herring
	13:10:00
	15:02:15
	01:52:15
	6735
	994
	6776
	5

	Girl Janet
	13:10:00
	15:31:00
	02:21:00
	8460
	1152
	7344
	10

	Haazabra too
	13:10:00
	15:23:00
	02:13:00
	7980
	1225
	6514
	2

	Kes
	13:10:00
	15:45:33
	02:35:33
	9333
	1130
	8259
	11

	Mersea Memsahib
	13:10:00
	15:04:29
	01:54:29
	6869
	1062
	6468
	1

	Rose of Arden
	13:10:00
	15:19:30
	02:09:30
	7770
	1181
	6579
	3

	St Barbara of Mersea
	13:10:00
	14:59:00
	01:49:00
	6540
	950
	6884
	8

	Tabasco
	13:10:00
	15:47:05
	02:37:05
	9425
	1070
	8808
	12

	Torgunn
	13:10:00
	15:20:00
	02:10:00
	7800
	1068
	7303
	9


WINTER EVENTS: 

MARITIME TALKS (Nottage Maritime Institute)

LITTLE WINDFLOWER, 1889- 2009

The history and cruises of a Victorian gaff cutter from Falmouth

Nick Temple

Saturday 10th October - 8pm
Little Windflower was built at St Feock near Falmouth by the well known Cornish shipwright William Ferris for Davies Gilbert of Trellisick house. Ferris built a number of Falmouth working boats and fast schooners including the famous Rhoda Mary. Little Windflower has had an adventurous history including being sunk twice in the Bay of Biscay. In recent years she has sailed to St Petersburg, to the Mediterranean and to the West coast of Ireland. I will give an account of some of her voyages and the experience of maintaining and sailing a 19th century boat over the last 23 years.

Cruising the West Country

John Wilson and John Worsp
and

Highlands and Islands

Chris Guy

Saturday 7th November - 8pm
The two Johns will present slides and chat about their summer exploits in the West Country followed by Chris Guy relating his recent trip "up North".

ANNUAL DINNER (Nottage Maritime Institute)

Saturday 5th December - 7pm for 7.30pm
Menu and booking form to follow in November.
SWATCHWAYS (Nottage Maritime Institute)

"Local adventures" - Members

Saturday 30th January - 8.00pm
This event is open to all members to tell tall tales about their exploits in local waters. We hope that many of you will wish to contribute and compete for the coveted Swatchways Trophy. Talks should be of around 15-30 minutes duration. If you would like to participate please let me know.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (Nottage Maritime Institute)

AGM with Fitting Out Lunch - Members

Sunday 28th February - 11.45am
PHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING (Wivenhoe Sailing Club)

"Able Crew" - Members

Saturday 27th March - 8pm
All members are invited to bring along slides, prints, or electronic presentations covering their sailing exploits this year or from past cruises. The theme for the photographic competition is "Able Crew". Entries for the competition must be in printed form and preferably be 8"x12" and no less than 5"x7". A prize will be awarded for the best undoctored print and the best doctored print but the coveted trophy will be awarded to the best undoctored print.

LOGBOOK:

We are still missing logs of the rallies in 2007 and 2008 so if anyone would like to write a short log and send it to me I would be very grateful

CONGRATULATIONS:

On behalf of all members I would like to congratulate Phil (Vice Chair) and Naomi on the birth of their second child Elsa weighing in at 4.5lb

Anthony

chair@wryoa.org.uk

www.wryoa.org.uk

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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